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“Oath to our
friend’s blood, we
will stay till the
end of this way.”

Author: Sara ({F1#)

[ am Sara, an Iranian girl who hates the Is-
lamic Republic regime of Iran. At first, I
wanted to start my story of fighting with the
first demonstration I had taken part in; how-
ever, I understood that, like most Iranian
girls, I had begun my fight against the
regime at a very early age when I resisted
wearing the mandatory hijab. My friends
and I did not wear hijab unless forced to. I
remember once our school principal did not
let us take part in class since we did not
cover our hair completely. I resisted wearing
a hijab when we had guests in our home
since it seemed ridiculous.

Gradually when I became an adult, I under-
stood my problem was not only the manda-
tory hijab; all others rules were not fair too.
I talked with my friends a lot, and we all were
on the same side. We decided to create a
website and started writing about the
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regime's brutal acts. We discussed different
discriminate laws after a while and also
asked other people to write their life stories
and what was bothering them. Eventually,
our website became famous. We received a
judicial announcement that told us to delete
the website and its archive, and we were de-
prived of virtual activities for three years.
Then we decided to create channels anony-
mously and with funny names.

Around ten years ago, it was the first big
demonstration against the regime in Iran. I
participated; however, my parents dis-
agreed (they were scared of being arrested
by soldiers). I also felt frightened at first, but
when [ saw that I was not the only person
there, other people shouted; I became
braver and shouted louder. Courage is con-
tagious!

Since that year, there have been lots of
protests and demonstrations every year
against the regime. My friends and I partici-
pated in all of them. People helped each
other a lot; whenever one person saw police
officers, he/she started to announce to oth-
ers. However, police officers would see him/
her. If we were chased by soldiers and ran
away in avenues, people would let us go in-
side their homes. Once one of us was ar-
rested, and she was in jail for six months. Re-
cently, I lost one of my close friends, who
was also an active girl and participated in all
the social and civil protests. The soldiers ar-
rested her in the street while she was writ-
ing on the wall; they kicked her head brutally
till she died.

In my opinion, the biggest fault of the
regime is that they think if they arrest us, kill
us, or shut down the internet, etc., we will be
afraid of them, but we see that all these bru-

tal acts make us stronger.

One of the most significant differences be-
tween the recent movement and previous
ones is the unity among Iranian outside and
inside Iran. One of the Islamic regime's
tricks was to put these two groups opposing
each other. But right now, we understand
that we just have one enemy, the Islamic Re-
public of Iran.

The slogan of this new movement in Iran is
“Woman-Life-Freedom” . We are fighting for
gender equality, and we want to eliminate
religion from our constitution since all dis-
crimination in our laws is based on Islam.
Our next regime will be secular, although
people are free to have their religion. Be-
cause of the International actions of the cur-
rent government, there are lots of sanctions
on Iran, and all these effects people’s lives;
we are under economic pressure, so we are
fighting to have a normal and standard life
as well, and finally, we are fighting for free-
dom, every kind of freedom, freedom of
speech, life, body autonomy, etc.

We, as Iranian always been sad about not
being heard by the world, but right now, we
are so happy that other countries hear our
voices; it makes us hopeful. First of all, we
appreciate all your support over these last
months. Please continue it, spread news of
Iran’s movements and revolution, prevent
spreading fake news published by the
regime, and do not let your governments
continue their relations with the current ad-
ministration; sign up petitions that we are
preparing.

Thank you so much for your attention. It
means a lotto us. &
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tion of their Uyghur neighbours. Mang Mang 120224612 3B E R E L kA
met a young Uyghur man who protested in
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front of the Chinese Embassy in Berlin on De-
cember 3, 2022. He tells Mang Mang the rea-
son for his participation in the Chinese youth
protest in recent months, as well as some
words he had rarely spoken to Han Chinese.

Uyghur Boy (a pseudonym) is a 25-year-old
immigrant who has been living in Germany
since 2021. Wearing a blue vest with a star
and moon pattern, the symbol for "East Turk-
istan", Mang Mang (%) met him at a rally
against China’s authoritarian rule in front of
the Chinese Embassy in Berlin on December
3, 2022. Extremely cautious about protecting
his identity and hiding his appearance, he re-
peatedly explains that he has to do so for the
sake of his relatives and friends in China.

For Chinese protesters who have been on the
streets recently, the possibility of the govern-
ment going after them is a concern. But for
Uyghur Boy, it is no longer only a matter of
worry. He claims that his Uyghur relatives at
home will be arrested if he reveals his iden-
tity. Uyghur Boy learned this only after fleeing
China in 2016. First, he went abroad to study
and then, after the journalists exposed large
confinement facilities holding Uyghurs and
other Muslim communities in China's Xin-
jiang Uyghur Autonomous Region (Xinjiang)
and the increasing number of Uyghurs in de-
tention, he decided not to return.

As representatives of Uyghur protesters, car-
rying a blue flag and wearing blue vests,
Uyghur Boy and his friends quietly joined the
Chinese protesters at the rally. They held eye-
catching and extremely saddening posters
with the images of the Uyghur victims who
died in the Urimgqi fire during the strict
COVID-lockdown in Xinjiang and of suspected
missing Uyghurs in China. Now, nearly two
months have passed since the fire, and al-
though the massive COVID-lockdown is over,

the freedom of the Uyghurs remains like a
distant dream. The story of their suffering un-
der Chinese rule was once again removed
from the public's eye before it could be
widely brought to mainstream Chinese atten-
tion.

Zero-COVID Tragedy Awakens
Covered Plights

In early December 2022, China abruptly lifted
all major zero-COVID measures without pre-
paring medical resources and any effective
preventive practices, such as ensuring vac-
cine effectiveness and vaccination rates. For
now, many Chinese were caught up in the
panic of losing the lives of their loved ones
while regaining freedom after three years of
harsh lockdowns.

The government’s decision to lift lockdowns
was supposedly sparked by protests across
China. Following the deaths of Uyghur people
in an apartment fire in Uriimgi on November
24,2022, the capital of Xinjiang, various forms
of protest against the zero-COVID policy
erupted in Chinese cities. Many believe that
the victims could have escaped the tragedy if
there had not been a total lockdown of their
building, including welded doors, for over
three months. Since then, more than a few
dozen protesters in China have reportedly
been arrested or disappeared.

In this wave of condemnation of government
policies, many overseas Chinese also demon-
strated their solidarity with the people at
home. By October 2022, following Peng Lifa
(#23L%), a protester in Beijing against one-
party dictatorship and the Zero-COVID policy,
actions by Chinese youth in solidarity with
Peng Lifa, and for democracy and freedom of
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A Uyghur protesters at the A4 Revolution rally on December 3, 2022, Berlin
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speech, had begun to spread in several coun-
tries in Europe and the United States. Imme-
diately after the Urimgqi fire, they echoed the
protests in China by starting a new move-
ment, the “A4 Revolution”. The protesters
hold aloft a blank A4 sheet of paper to ex-
press their unspoken but conspicuous oppo-
sition to the Chinese government's strict cen-
sorship and authoritarian rule.

Before the lethal fire in Uriimqi, Uyghur Boy
had never taken a public stance on the issues
in Xinjiang. Knowing that his family members
could be arrested at any time if he reveals
anything about their sufferings back in China,
he chose to remain silent, expecting to see
them again one day. However, three years of
their gruelling confinement in China changed
his mind. “Many Uyghurs still hoped to return
to their hometowns before 2016, but gradu-
ally, especially after the COVID outbreak, we
are seeing that the government's strong-arm

tactics will only get stronger... for us to go
home freely is impossible!” Uyghur Boy
laments that he has realised that expecting
China to change on its own is an illusion, “this
is what leads us to speak out about our suf-
fering, simply sitting back and waiting does
not change anything.”

“East Turkestan Is My
Hometown”

“Personally, I am against the word “Xinjiang”
(literally means the new frontier in Chinese)
because it has been associated with so much
suffering that has plagued our nation, so we
call it “East Turkestan”,” Uyghur Boy explains
to Mang Mang that the blue flag with star and
moon represent the Islamic belief of Uyghurs
and the “blue land” of Turkic people.

According to Encyclopedia Britannica, the
Uyghur language is part of the Turkic group
of Altaic languages. Uyghurs are considered
among the oldest Turkic-speaking people of
Central Asia, with an estimated 10 million in
China and at least 300,000 people in total in
Uzbekistan, Kazakhstan and Kyrgyzstan'. Sit-
uated at the crossroads of Europe and “Far
East”, after centuries of repeated division and
integration, Uyghurs as a whole seem to have
lost their political power in Central Asia for a
long time.

Since the early 20th Century, the perpetual
propagation of the idea of a distinguished
ethnic identity as the “Chinese nation” (F%E
E#%) dominates China. With the exception of
Han Chinese, who are the majority in China
(The 2021 Chinese official census data shows
that Han people is more than 1,2 billion, ac-
counting for 91.11% of the entire popula-
tion?), Uyghurs, and the other 54 ethnic

BEFRZ K > Bt BUKHA ORI 247
FLER A —RAEBRIEIR
A o R > KIR=FE WSS
THRMELE T MAVRE o 7
2016F 2 A » WEHERADHE
BH—HEELNZ® S » ZAMEMTE
BB R G BAZHAR » K
R SREF RS SRUERS - B
RMEIRIRAEAARE | 7 #E/RS
ZRE  IEREBTTHERRE
— M8 "R S RIERMNER
BLEEEEBRE > LU
AT RAEAICNEE o7

“IRZE PR T R IR
g”

TEDAME  FRX HEE”
(Pxfin “FHrEs” ) X1
7 AANEERATZHERERS
ERRE—E > FRURINIIFE &R
ERRETIE o7 HEBREBREZA
(FF) B> TAEENRRH
BEERART EERENFERH=
EFAZRETER “EEL” o

i (REREMES) @ HERIER
[ /REIER T FRIBIHRA—ER D © 4
ERABNANRR I X REHER
RPERRKEZ— > £PEMGEITA
10005 A » FEE 2552 8718 ~ IaF
mEMBM S REMABEHEDE
3051 o sARGMAT "I BY+F
B> BTN IMMEERENDR
MBS > EERAEN =DM
FHEMESKIEARNEETBUAN
H 0

51



08 LHLER > “REREKE NS
PINEFIE R ER T ER > B4
EESHAL o FRTEPESZHRH
X (RIE2021FREERAOE
BHEET > XEAOBE 1212 >
SR AOM91.11%2) » #ERik
MPEHEMMAMRE (FERESR
HMF) - IFZE2REERR
XS » WLE "PERKE X
—ESHNZHFENE RN

BMFREHRST (CCP) EEM
XK BUNFEME—EFTHBENE
{EBR > MaRHIE AR EB®IE -
HITRBEBERBUET) - ERERES
SHFHLBR T - XS]
RS PR B2 7 & RIGEE

Vi EEHHERHWARMILNBRESTME (2021) » #%  Erwin

¥

groups in China (as numerically provided by
the Chinese authorities), are used almost ex-
clusively as exotic cultural symbols to boost
the conceit of the Chinese nation's diversity
and inclusiveness.

Ever since the Chinese Communist Party
(CCP) took power, the government has been
pursuing a clear policy of assimilation in ev-
eryday life in Xinjiang, such as the mandatory
use of Mandarin and strict censorship of reli-
gious practices. In the name of unity and
peaceful coexistence, these coercive policies
actually withdraw the best of each ethnic
group's life and culture, which is the opposite
of genuine pluralism.

Before participating in the anti-authoritarian
protests in December 2022, Uyghur Boy did
not have friends of Han Chinese. “I have

never talked to a Han Chinese about our situ-
ation as Uyghurs before, because many of
them don't believe us and say we are liars,”
Uyghur Boy continues, but “A4 revolution”
makes this new connection possible, “Seeing
the protests worldwide after the Uriimqi fire,
I realise that there are Han Chinese who are
different from the ones I remember.”

From Subtle Assimilation to
Brutal Crackdowns

“Since the 1950s, the Communist Party has
sent many uneducated and ignorant people
to Xinjiang who have zero respect for our cul-
ture and beliefs,” a sudden burst of anger
erupts in the Uyghur Boy's voice, “I remem-
ber when I was growing up, many Han Chi-
nese would even mock us with extremely in-
sulting remarks, such as, “Do you not eat
pork because your ancestors were pigs?”

The era to which Uyghur Boy refers is the
time of the military and reclamation move-
ment in 1954. The Chinese word “Bingtuan”
(£Hl) is an abbreviation for the movement,
which was formally known as the Xinjiang
Production and Construction Corps (XPCC).
The purpose of this state-owned corps was
purported to focus on agricultural develop-
ment in the arid and barren lands of Xinjiang.?
Reports and analyses in recent years indicate
the movement as a colonial-like move, and
Uyghur Boy condemns the discrimination
against Muslims in China that he assumes be-
gan at that time.

As a child, Uyghur Boy attended a bilingual
Uyghur-Chinese school. “In the past, the
Communist Party used a welcoming attitude
toward ethnic groups China-wide in order to
win our trust,” he remarks thatin his grandfa-
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ther's day there did not seem to be a wide-
spread cultural cleansing campaign, but ev-
erything changed subtly. In his school days,
Uyghur children were given separate com-
munist study sessions every Friday (the day of
Islamic worship) and were forced to eat and
drink during the month of Ramadan, when
they should be practicing fasting. By the time
Uyghur Boy graduated from elementary
school, around 2010, all bilingual instructions
in Xinjiang had disappeared. After 2017, when
the Uyghur Boy settled in Turkey, more and
more of his hometown friends still in China
cut off relations with him for reasons of cen-
sorship.

When referring to the attitude of the Han Chi-
nese towards Uyghurs today, Uyghur Boy
notes: “I have to say that many Han Chinese
do not listen to us. You can check their com-
ments on the Internet about Uyghur people,
and you will see... They even claim without
proof that our accusations about what hap-
pened in the internment camps in Xinjiang
were fabricated to obtain political asylum
abroad.” Past experiences of neglect and dis-
crimination in China made him find Han Chi-
nese hard to communicate with and trust.

According to Uyghur Boy, life for Uyghurs un-
der CCP rule has begun to deteriorate since
2016. Uyghur Boy describes a situation he
witnessed the last time he was in Xinjiang
around that time. A Han Chinese man started
an argument with a Uyghur man at a petrol
station and two minutes later, a police car
came and arrested the Uyghur man without
even asking what was going on.

This was the time when Chinese authorities
began to make mass random arrests of
Uyghur and other Muslim communities. “I
didn't even realise what the government was
trying to do to us. It was only after I left China

around 2016, and after I learned about the in-
ternment camps, that I came to understand
the truth.” Uyghur Boy thinks that the previ-
ous measurements in schools and other pub-
lic spaces that seemed at the time less crucial
were specifically aimed at Uyghurs and that
they were by no means innocent or insignifi-
cant.

The “special” treatment of Muslim communi-
ties in Xinjiang seems to have foreshadowed
the subsequent mass persecution. As the U.S.
government and the media outlet “Uyghur
Times” claim, China’s acts against the
Uyghurs have amounted to genocide*.

Evidence of Detention and
Torture — The Xinjiang Police
Files®

Since 2016, when China began implementing
the People's Republic of China Anti-Terrorism
Law, there have been recurring reports of dis-
criminatory measures against the Muslim
population and their illegal detention. On No-
vember 16, 2019, the “Xinjiang Police Files”
was released to the public by The New York
Times®. This series of confidential documents
claimed to be from internal Chinese govern-
ment sources, is the most detailed visual ar-
chive of violent detentions of Uyghur and
other non-Han civilians in Xinjiang known to
exist. In total, the archive contains more than
a dozen internal Communist Party speech di-
rectives, more than 2,800 photographs of de-
tainees and public security interrogations,
300,000 individual records, and more than
23,000 detention records and rosters.

In spite of such a huge amount of evidence,
the Chinese foreign ministry spokesman cat-
egorically said it was a clumsy way for The
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New York Times to take things out of context,
Mr. Geng, the spokesman says: “The New
York Times has not only closed its eyes and
ears to the above facts (This refers to the Chi-
nese government claims that thousands of vi-
olent terrorist incidents occurred in Xinjiang
between 1990 and the end of 2016) but even
used the clumsy tactic of taking the so-called
internal documents out of context to smear
China's anti-terrorism and de-extremism ef-
forts in Xinjiang’.”

According to a report in September 2022 by
Human Rights Watch, the number of people
sentenced and imprisoned in Xinjiang's bru-
tal crackdown from 2017 until early 2022
reached half a million, as stated by its own lo-
cal authorities. Though the actual number is
suspected to be much higher according to
Human Rights Watché.

Three years after the exposure of the “Xin-
jiang Police Files”, on October 31, 2022, fifty
countries, including Germany, the United
States, the United Kingdom, Switzerland,
Ukraine and Turkey, signed a joint statement
expressing their concern about China's hu-
man rights violations in Xinjiang. After 14 in-
ternational media, including Das Spiegel and
Bayerischer Rundfunk, confirmed the authen-
ticity of the “Xinjiang Police files”, the state-
ment indicates that crimes against humanity
such as discriminatory and arbitrary deten-
tion, torture, sexual crimes, and forced sterili-
sation were suspected to have been commit-
ted against ethnic groups such as Uyghurs
and Kazakhs in Xinjiang.?

To date, however, many Uyghurs in China are
still claimed to be missing or under harsh sur-
veillance. The assessment of the human
rights situation in Xinjiang by the UN Human
Rights Office on August 31, 2022, concludes
that there is evidence that, after the large-

scale concentrated “internment camps” for
ethnic minorities such as Uyghurs, and seri-
ous human rights violations took place at
least between 2017 and 2019. Moreover,
there has been an increased tendency to ex-
tend detention periods in the name of “coun-
terterrorism” and “counter-extremism” in
Xinjiang, as the OHCHR assessment report
states'®.

Where Is Hope?

Historical and recent Chinese demographic
data seem to show the “achievement” of Sini-
cization of Xinjiang (Sinicization refers to the
inevitable assimilation of non-Han people
into Chinese.). According to the Uyghur Hu-
man Rights Project, when the Chinese Com-
munist Party seized power in China in 1949,
Han Chinese made up only 3% of Xinjiang’s
population'. By 2020, that number had
changed drastically, with China's official fig-
ures showing a total population of 25,852,300
in the region, of which 10,920,100, or 42.24%,
were Han Chinese, while Uyghurs accounted
for 11,624,300, or 44.96%, and other ethnic
groups for 3,307,900, 12.79%"2.

Yet, there are many Han Chinese, especially
those in China, who refuse to believe reports
of Uyghur persecution and their testimonies,
even though many photos and leaked docu-
ments from the “Xinjiang Police Files”, have
been jointly proven true by multiple interna-
tional mainstream media outlets.” On the
one hand, for those who have never been
marginalised or punished for their ethnicity,
it appears hard to comprehend that for ex-
ample, that merely using WhatsApp or a VPN,
as some Uyghurs do, can lead directly to im-
prisonment in so-called “vocational educa-
tion camp” (the official name of the intern-
ment camp given by the Chinese govern-
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ment). Not to mention the violence and tor-
ture Uyghurs are reportedly subjected to in
detention.

On the other hand, China’s strict censorship,
particularly the terror controls in Xinjiang, has
been pulling the wool over the eyes of the
Chinese population for years to cover up hu-
man rights abuses committed by the authori-
ties. Any voice on social media that criticises,
satirises and questions the state's narrative
can be removed in just a few minutes. This
might explain why the fire in Uriimqgi and the
ensuing reaction were so important to the
Uyghurs.

At a rally on Human Rights Day on December
10, 2022, a group of Chinese protesters of “A4
Revolution” chanted “Free Xinjiang” and
“Stand with Uyghurs”. For Uyghur Boy and

W A Boy with his father on Human Rights Day on December 10, 2022, Berlin

other Uyghur protesters, although the
Uriimgi fire was extremely saddening, it did
awaken some Chinese people to face up to
what has happened to the Uyghurs in Xin-
jiang. Uyghur Boy eagerly goes on to express,
“T understood that this is a very good oppor-
tunity for us to speak out about the crimes of
the Chinese government and tell more peo-
ple what is happening to us Uyghurs in China,
why we are so frustrated with the CCP, and
why we want to be independent!”

Uyghur Boy tells Mang Mang: “When Chinese
stood up against the communist government
and showed respect for us, I noticed that
some young Chinese don't seem to exclude
other ethnicities anymore, and that changed
my perspective a lot... so after seeing sup-
porters of the “A4 Revolution” on social me-
dia, I immediately followed some of the pro-
testers and got in touch with them.”

For the past few decades, the Chinese gov-
ernment has been constantly steering public
opinion and increasing censorship. The es-
tablishment of internment camps in Xinjiang,
for example, has been justified by the govern-
ment as a way to prevent terrorism and reli-
gious extremism, rhetoric that can easily lead
the public to associate Uyghur identity with
terrorism and state subversion.

“I hope Han Chinese will not blindly label us
as terrorists and violent separatists and ig-
nore the truth about our sufferings and in-
ternment camps in East Turkestan, just be-
cause they see our flag and our demand for
independence...,” Uyghur Boy's voice cracks
slightly, “after decades of oppression and
forced assimilation, we Uyghurs are painfully
aware that we only have each other...”

Countering the CCP’s propaganda that rein-
forces prejudice and misconceptions be-
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tween Uyghurs and Han Chinese is difficult. It
requires mutual communication between the
communities and readiness for thorough
self-reflection and criticism, which is by no
means an easy process. Uyghur Boy also ad-
mits that it took him quite a long time to be-
lieve that not all Han Chinese are horrible to
them. He adds: “most of the problems be-
tween Uyghurs and Han Chinese are the re-
sult of misguidance by the Chinese govern-
ment, as it adopts a so-called “divide and
rule” policy over its population. But the truth
is, it has been allowing ignorant Han Chinese
to dominate Uyghurs while demonising us,
thus creating the hatred between the ethnici-
ties in China today.”

Nevertheless, Uyghur Boy says that he still
hopes the virtually groundless and manipu-
lated nationalist ignorance and hatred will
one day be dissolved. At the end of the inter-
view, Uyghur Boy tells Mang Mang that he
agrees with some protesters that only when
China is free will Uyghur people be free, and
he emotionally emphasises: “I hope more
Chinese can understand and come to know
us and talk to us. They will know that we are
peace-loving people, and it was long discrimi-
nation, oppression and persecution by the
Chinese government that made us realise
that we had to take our lives into our own
hands!”

Compromise and oblivion will never be an op-
tion for Uyghurs, no matter how small their
voice may presently sound. China’s human
rights violations against the Uyghurs and
other Muslim groups do not seem to be end-
ing. As CCP keeps denying all the allegations,
there are few avenues to investigate the
whereabouts of the victims, and the Chinese
authorities suspected of committing the
crimes have not yet faced any legal conse-
quences.

The path to freedom for Uyghur people may
still be lonely and rocky. When their vast
homeland of more than 1.6 million square
kilometers has been turned into a prison, the
qguestion of how to get out of this predica-
ment is a difficult one. Sadly, however, as
seen many times throughout history, for
whatever reason, most people are accus-
tomed to shutting their eyes to the suffering
of others. And this is exactly what an authori-

tarian regime relishes. ll

W A Girl on Human Rights Day on December 10, 2022, Berlin
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